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Bob Parsons
Our Journey Into, Through and Beyond our Social Work Careers 

  
        I examined values based on my own development which led me to enter the social work profession and invited members to share their own raison d'etre, which they did. 

  

        Moving on in 'the Journey', we identified  some of the problems the profession faces today, not least in the U.K. where we now have problems recruiting candidates as social workers and lack experienced individuals. 

  

        I made a case for Social Workers, particularly those who have retired, continuing to deploy their expertise and skills in developing countries which have a desperate need for such experience, not least with Handicapped, Orphaned, Poor and Exploited Children.  We linked this as a vehicle to increase Mutual Understanding and Peace. 

  

                                                                                                                   Dr.  Bob Parsons  M.B.E. 

  

Bob set up a social work training course in Sri Lanka where he was Save the Children Field Director and then Regional Director for Asia, responsible for 14 countries.  He worked during the conflicts in Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Sierre Leone, and Rwanda, setting up tracing programmes for unaccompanied children. 

Bob was awarded an M.B.E. for his services to disadvantaged children.  He has written a book 'A Journey of Hope' (in English and Sinhala), which describes how and why HOPE came into being. 

He was with CIF in Cleveland in 1966 and CIF President for four years.   He founded the Charity Hope for Children in 1994, which supports projects in 10 developing countries.   Please, see website www.hope-for-children.org 

  

