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SOME BASIC HISTORICAL FACTS ABOUT THE EVACUATION OF FINNISH CHILDREN TO SWEDEN AND DENMARK
The Winter-war 1939-40

Swedes had a great wish to help the Finnish people after the Soviet invasion of Finland 30.11.1939. Militarily the country was not “A war-waging country”.   No declaration of neutrality.
Initiative for child-transports came from Sweden. The humanitarian help suited very well the Swedish policy of neutrality, especially the help offered to innocent children. 
About about 8.000 children were evacuated, smallest with their mothers. Many children were evacuated by private arrangements. Their exact number is not known, my estimation: altogether about 10.000 children during 1939-40.

Age of children: 0-12 years. Mothers could follow, when the children were under 3 years.

The Continuation-war 1941-44

A new iniative again from Sweden September 1941. The Minister of 

Social Affairs in Finland  (Karl August Fagerholm) accepted the offer at once.

A committee was founded to plan the transports to Sweden: “The committee for transporting Finnish children to Sweden” (1941-48).

Children transported to Sweden:

- first wave (1941-43):

22.000 children


- second wave (1944) :


31.000 children

- private arrangements


15.000 children



total


67.000 children 




Altogether 4000 children were sent to Denmark during 1941-43.
Age of children: 

0  - 14 years, mothers could not follow any more. 

All transports total to about 80.000 children making  2.9% of the Finnish population of 3.7 millions, 8.6 % of all Finnish children . The transports were huge. There is no other country in the world that should have sent such a large portion of her children to another country during a war.
THE GOOD GOALS OF THE TRANSPORTS

The basic goals were to take the children away from the bombings and horrors of war, especially from big cities. Also to ensure the physical and mental health of the young Finnish generation .There was also the fear of Russian occupation. Children should be saved from the horrors of occupation. 

BUT WHAT HAPPENED LATER? 

The repatriation of the children after the war was very difficult. About 7.000 stayed in Sweden, 500 in Denmark. In Finland during these years there was a very poor understanding of psychology of the young children.

WAR-CHILDREN AND JUVENILE DELINQUENCY
Material: boys, who were condemned 1.9.1953-31.12.1958 to imprisonment of at least 6 months or hard labor of at the most 4 years.

1182 boys in all, 214 were war-children (18.1 %).
The prolonged stay in the foreign country (Sweden, Denmark) has had a negative effect.
Poor success in school because of language problems has had a bad effect.
The number of war-children increases among juvenile offendors the younger the juvenile offender was when sentenced the first time.
Of all committed crimes (214/1182) 18.1 % were made by war-children. The share of the population of these children was 8.6 %. Statistically a very significant difference.

The basic problem were the bad experiences during repatriation back to Finland, not the first separation when sent to a foreign country.

- no good, normal relationship with the Finnish family   

  any more. This is a  factor is of basic importance. 
  Children have felt themselves as outsiders.

- the separations and long stay in the foreign country 
  have increased the risks of juvenile deliquency.

DEPRESSIVE SYMPTOMS IN ADULTS SEPARATED FROM THEIR PARENTS AS CHILDREN: A NATURAL EXPERIMENT DURING WORLD   WAR II

- Research-group: prof. Katri Räikkönen, researcher    

  Anu Pesonen et al : published in American Journal of 
  Epidemiology. September 17, 2007
- This so-called Helsinki Birth Cohort Study consists of 
   13.345 children born 1934-44 in Helsinki. Of these, 
   1.778 were war-children. 
- The separation from parents during crisis may cause 
   far-reaching psychological consequences. 
- Children, who during the war were separated from 
   their parents and moved to  safety, regardless of   

   whether they were moved to their home country or 
   Sweden, have about to 20% more depressive   

   symptoms at the age of 60-years than the control 
   group, who stayed with their parents - mostly their  

   mother. Depressive symptoms increased by 33% if the  

   separation lasted more than 3 years. 
- The research tells about protracted post-traumatic   

   stress symptoms, depression and even permanent  

   altered hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis 
   actitivity to an extent similar to that found in animals.   

   For many children the separation from the Finnish   

   mother and a new separation from the Swedish 
   mother and family have left its marks for the rest of   

   their lives.
- Depression scores were independent of childhood  

  socio-economic status, so  they cannot be explained by   

  reference to the poor socioeconomic status of the 
  Finnish family, as you didi in Finland after the war.
- not all of the transferred children were affected by  

  separations so much, that they would suffer because of   

  depressive symptoms in adulthood. Still: the 

  figure of be too low, because deeply depressed people  

  don’t answer questionnaries.
- the migration rate of the warchildren was 14.9 %,   

  while the corresponding  figure of the control group  

  was 8.6 %. The warchildren were more willing to 
  emigrate. Probably the country was Sweden.
 -The silence in the Finnish family, the rejection of the  

   child´s real warchild experiences and feelings of  

   distress is probably one reason of depressive  

   symptoms.  The child was an outsider in the family,  

   who could not share her real feelings. Warchildren  

   paid a psychological prize of their increased safety  

   during the war.
- Still: there are also many happy experiences, every  

  story is individual. The age of the child when  

  evacuated to Sweden is important and the time spent in  
  Sweden.

CONCLUSIONS

- for many reasons the separation of children from their   

  families during crisis can NOT be recommended, this 
  despite of the physical risks involved. The family as a  

  whole should be evacuated.
- the problem: how do we stop the wars and killing?

